Wayland Literacy Institute

Framingham State College Professional Development Graduate Credit 

Course Title:
To Understand: Exploring New Horizons in Comprehension Teaching and Learning

Course Number: 
Semester: Summer 2011

Course Description:
This institute will highlight best practice in the teaching of reading comprehension featuring nationally recognized author and consultant, Ellin Oliver Keene. Participants will learn how to help students understand what they read as well as retain and reapply what they have learned across the content areas. Focused workshops in the areas of reading and writing will be presented by experienced local consultants and teachers. 
Course Objectives:

1. Teachers will learn how to effectively manage a literacy environment in their classrooms.

2. Teachers will explore methods to teach children how to comprehend using a variety of comprehension strategies.

3.  Teachers will learn how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of diverse learners. 

4. Teachers will develop lessons reflective of best practice to implement in their classrooms.

5. Teachers will learn how to prepare effective reading mini-lessons and ways to help students apply strategies to their own reading.


6. Teachers will understand how to teach reading comprehension across content areas. 

Course Expectations

Participants will:

· attend both days of the Institute

· complete required reading

· develop lesson plans/a unit of study reflecting their new learning

Course Contents/Outline:

Day 1 – Ellin Keene will give a keynote presentation in the morning.  She will address the whole kindergarten through grade 8 audience. She will discuss strategies for managing a literacy environment, constructing mini-lessons for comprehension strategies, and moving from modeling to guided practice and beyond. Participants will attend two 90 minutes sessions that will be targeted for their grade levels (see attached workshop descriptions). All workshops have been selected because they embrace Wayland’s approach to teaching with a balanced literacy approach. 
Day 2 – Ellin Keene will give a keynote presentation in the morning for all K-8 participants.  This will build upon the previous day’s whole group session. Participants will attend two 90 minutes sessions that will be targeted for their grade levels.  

* One of the four 90 minute sessions during the two days will be with Ellin Keene.  
Course Materials:

· A book by Ellin Oliver Keene:

Mosaic of Thought
To Understand
· Varied readings appropriate to individual workshops

Course Requirements: (for 1 graduate credits from Framingham State College) 
Required Reading:  A Book by Ellin Oliver Keene (listed above)

1. Write a 3 page double-spaced reflection about one of Ellin’s book and how your new learning will enhance your teaching. (30%)
2. Complete one of the following assignments: (70%)
· Develop a unit of study or 5- 6 lessons for teaching one reading comprehension strategy.

· Prepare 5-6 lesson plans to teach comprehension strategies using mentor texts. All your lessons should come from one or two carefully chosen mentor texts. Be sure to discuss how you would make your teaching explicit for students. 

· Coaches and teacher leaders can prepare a presentation that they can use to share their learning with teacher in their districts/schools. 

Recommended reading:

· Mentor Texts - Aimee Buckner

· Notebook Connections: Strategies for the Reader’s Notebook – Aimee Buckner 

· Comprehension Going Forward – Ellin Oliver Keene, Susan Zimmermann, Debbie Miller, et al.
· Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency – Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell
· Teaching Reading in Small Groups – Jennifer Serravallo
Grading Criteria:
All assignments should be typed and double-spaced. 

All lesson plans should be written clearly enough for the reader to execute. 

** Please submit all assignments by July 16, 2011 to:

Karyn Saxon

ELA Curriculum Director ~ K-5

47 Loker Street,

Wayland, MA 01778

Email: Karyn_saxon@wayland.k12.ma.us
If you would like to have your work returned, please provide a self addressed envelope with appropriate postage. Electronic submissions are encouraged. 

**Wayland Teachers: One salary credit will be awarded by the Assistant Superintendant to those who complete all the above requirements but do not want the Framingham State College Graduate Credit. 
