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“I hear and forget. I see and remember. I do and I understand.”~ Confucius ~ 

 
PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

April, 2018 
 
Hello Friends!  
 
I love the above quote by Confucius! When this time of year rolls around and the mud begins to churn to sport 
the lighter hues of new grass, when the wind starts to die down ~ even just for single days at a time ~ and when 
all things seem a bit brighter… The “remember and understand” aspects of Confucius’ quote ring true across all 
elementary schools ~ but most especially here at our beloved Happy Hollow School! Just ask any staff member. 
Or better yet, ask a parent who has just come from a spring parent conference at the elementary level… So 
many leave these very special times saying things like, “He gets it!”; She got it!”; “They are really catching on 
now! That class is on fire!”;  “We’ve turned a corner!” ;  “It’s all there!” ; “I am feeling so good about the year 
right now!” ;  “It has all come together!” ~ And so it goes. These are the comments that parents and guardians 
make as they leave the spring conferences ~ year after year. I keep looking to collect new comments, but 
somehow these are the ones that surface. ~ And for that, I am truly grateful. It means that throughout the days 
since I wrote to you last August, 2017, a tremendous amount of growth has happened for your child ~ 
academically, socially and emotionally. The many opportunities to grow in all of these areas visible in every 
learner. Every learner is different so the developmental growth too is diverse. However, no one is left standing 
still, and that is the magic of working with young people. They will learn in spite of us ~ sometimes to spite us  
~ and always when they learn with us.  
 
Truly, it is no surprise because this is the time of year when the grade level learning takes hold. It mirrors the 
brighter and longer days and clearly follows suit with the newness that spring masters. Students put together the 
ideas they have been learning and “understanding” becomes the title that crosses all aspects of a child’s school 
day! It is very exciting and I personally want to thank all of the staff who work so tirelessly to ready for the 
productive parent conference times described by so many of you as you exit our building. Staff do an incredible 
amount of work ~ compiling portfolios, data and agendas that always pair with a collection of personal stories. I 
also want to thank all of the parents and guardians who take the time out of busy schedules to sit down and 
meet. Our partnership is one of the many defining qualities that makes us a leadership district. 
 
Along with parent conferences, people are gearing up for the fifth grade play, lots of field trips and the talent 
show was last Friday night!  (A most spectacular event that still has me in awe!) There are project presentations 
and studies for the biography show and endangered species presentations are taking root! First graders 
culminated their study around maple sugaring and had their pancake breakfast ~ tadpoles and hatching chicks 
will be up next! Our second graders will know everything about Flat Stanley traveling and the North End~ Our 
third graders will perform a recorder concert and our kindergarten students will be able to tell you all there is to 
know about how to make sounds into words and how to make representational and real words that communicate  
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written language (another phenomenon!) ~ We are far from done! ~ And it all makes sense! We are at that 
enchanting time of year when students are working toward finding great success in meeting the grade level 
standards for one grade ~ while keeping an eye wide open looking toward the summer ~ and even planning for 
the next year!  
 
 
 

Parent Input on Student Placement  
(REQUESTS ARE DUE TO ME BY MONDAY,  APRIL 30, 2018):  
 
 
Looking forward to fall, it is time that I speak to you about next year’s placement and a new and exciting fouth 
grade model that we will try at the Happy Hollow School. So please read the following to understand our 
process: 

Classroom teachers will meet with specialists, guidance counselors and special education teachers to 
create well-balanced, heterogeneous groupings, which reflect diverse talents, interests and needs. The 
staff will also address factors such as gender, social and academic strengths, special needs and 
friendships - not necessarily “best friends” but students who have nice working relationships in school. 
The classroom groups will then be submitted to me for comments and/or adjustment.  I will then sit 
down with the guidance/SPED department for a last look. ~  Finally, I will assign a teacher to each 
group. 

 
It takes a full month to move through the entire placement process; and with so many factors involved, we 
cannot accept requests for individual teachers.  At each grade level, there is a whole team that works 
meticulously to determine the best possible class groupings. Every child is considered and all staff are involved, 
advocating for your child’s academic and social needs.  You may write requests about placement if the 
following circumstances exist: 

• Request that your child not be placed with a specific child due to personal experience and impact 
on your child’s learning. (A list of children will not be honored.)  

• Concerns about placement with a teacher due to your close relationship with that teacher or if 
you would like a different experience, due to having an older sibling in a classroom in a prior 
year. 
(Teachers may also make a request based upon personal experience with a family.)  

 
All letters regarding placement are confidential.  If you are writing a letter, please send it to me by April 30th.  
Due to the complex grouping process, I cannot accept letters after Monday, April 30th.  I also cannot 
guarantee that every request sent will be honored. We will do the best we can to honor those requests that 
follow the above mentioned requirements. 
  



Introducing our New Fourth Grade Model: 
 
Because we have found great success in our Fifth Grade Model ~ diminished behavioral and social challenges, 
the opportunity to connect with all teachers at the grade level, a team approach to the demanding content 
curriculum that defines our 4th and 5th grade curricular endeavors ~ as well as all of the opportunities to 
specifically teach the executive functioning skills that are required to move between classrooms with materials 
in check ~ we have decided to put a developmentally appropriate, similar model into effect for our 4th graders.  
 
Also, since using an RTI model, students begin traveling between teachers at a grade level from kindergarten 
through grade five. We share responsibility for student learning and student progress at every grade level in the 
school, so moving to a more formal movement as is done in the fifth grade ~ with great success ~ is natural for 
our 4th graders as well.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The formal proposal was written by the fourth grade team and honors all that is good in a shared responsibility 
for student learning and I remain impressed with their dedication and creativity in creating this new and exciting 
model. It is as follows:  
 
Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, the Happy Hollow fourth-grade team proposes moving to a shared-
teaching model similar to the fifth-grade model.  After researching and discussing this option at length, and 
seeking guidance from the fifth-grade team, we believe this model will help us to provide a rich learning 
environment for our students, while reducing behavioral issues, and increasing students’ opportunities to 
practice executive functioning skills.  
 
RATIONALE 
Strengthen Content Mastery - The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) demand that students master 
multiple content areas with a depth that is difficult to attain working with a generalist elementary model.  We 
aspire to develop the specialist approach found at the middle and high school levels, while maintaining the 
elementary culture that supports the developmental needs of our students.  
 
The Happy Hollow fifth-grade team has successfully implemented a shared-teaching model.  Team members 
report that the ability to specialize in, plan for, and teach fewer content areas has increased their expertise and 
has had a positive impact on student learning outcomes.    
Build Interpersonal Relationships with Students Across the Grade - Through our RTI model, we have built 
a culture where we share all of the students.  However, we do not know students in other homerooms as well as 
we know our own. Thus, every time we start an RTI session, we must spend time getting to know the new 
students in order to learn their social, emotional, and academic needs and take time to learn the 
accommodations and modifications necessary to support students’ IEPs.  Also, unexpected behaviors sometimes 
derail our sessions - losing even five minutes in a 30-minute block is a real problem. The shared model would 
mitigate these issues, as we would already know and have developed relationships with all of the students and 
know their specific needs.  
 
In the current model, students are similarly faced with adapting to different teaching styles and expectations, 
which can be challenging for them in a limited time period.  The shared model would provide students with the 
opportunity to develop interpersonal relationships with teachers across the grade in a more developmentally 
supportive way. 
 
Parity in Instruction - Every student receives the same instruction.  The shared model eliminates competition 
among parents and students for specific teachers.  The team approach builds community among students, 
parents, and teachers.  
  



Foster Development of Executive Function Skills, including: 
• Planning 
• Organization 
• Time Management 
• Sustained Attention  
• Flexibility 

 
We have successfully implemented a color-coded binder system, which we have begun using to help our 
students organize materials for home-school communication and content area resources.  We have also adopted 
color-coded content area folders. We plan to expand the use of these materials, teaching students to transition to 
their classes with the resources they need. This organizational system, as well as following a “bell” schedule, 
will help students develop the age appropriate executive function skills highlighted above and enable us to 
identify and provide interventions for students who need additional help with these areas. 
 
Provide Consistent Built-In Movement Opportunities - Having consistent, regular breaks from seated 
learning activities during the day allows for students to stay alert, on task, and focused. 
 
MODEL 
Homeroom Teachers will provide instruction in the following areas: 

• Interactive Read-Aloud 
• Open Circle 
• Social Studies 
• STEAM 
• Math RTI and Reading RTI (Groups and instructors will be determined in PLC meetings) 

 
Specialized instruction will be provided as follows: 

• Mrs. Aronian - Mathematics, Science - Soils, Rocks, and Landforms Module 
• Mrs. Reardon - Writing, Science - Environments Module 
• Ms. Rogers - Reading, Science - Energy Module 

 
Content mastery, especially with older elementary students, is increasingly important in our rapidly changing 
world.  Our ability to support students in developing foundational skills, critical-thinking skills, and rigorous 
content-area knowledge will be strengthened by adopting this model. 
 
We are happy to explore this proposal with you and answer any questions you may have. 
 
Sincerely,  
Trang Aronian, Fiona Reardon, and Kori Rogers  
Grade 4 Team 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please contact me with any questions and/or concerns regarding any of the above. ~ This is indeed an exciting 
time of year ~ my favorite ~ with so much left to experience, about which to wonder and ponder, to show and 
showcase, and to bring together the formative growth and success that become part of the unique, special and 
even magical time in one’s life known as the elementary school years.  
All best,  
 

  
Jim Lee 
Principal 
 
  



This and That from the Principal’s Office: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please dress for the weather! ~ We will hopefully not have many days that are still cold ~ but some will 
be rainy, a lot that will be muddy ~ and that means being extra, extra prepared! You may want to send some 
spare clothing for those days when a slide to make a play becomes a disaster for sitting the rest of the day… 
 

Revised Assembly Schedule ***~ I have revised the dates to allow for a May assembly due to MCAS 
and the 5th Grade Play. Please mark your calendars and know that all are welcome. 

• Monday, April 23 
• Monday May 7 
• Monday, June 4 
• Monday, June 18 last whole school 
• Last day ~ Farewell to all ~ song sung to students by staff Grades K-4 

 
Remember to Check the Lost and Found: We are doing great this year! Many items were 
claimed before the last break. April vacation is a week away, so it is a good time to once 
again check for lost items so we can keep the collection of lost clothing small ~ or maybe 
even nonexistent! 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday April 11th  Kindergarten Choice Night 7:00pm HH Gym  

Week of April 16th – 20th Spring Break  No School 

Saturday, April 28 Boston Family Night 3:00 – 4:30  
Boston Bowl 

Tuesday, May 22nd 
 

5th Grade Play  

Monday, May 28th Memorial Day  

Thursday, May 31st 
 

Open House – Niles, Morrison Rooms 3 and 6 

Friday, June 1st 
 

Open House – Knox Room 4 

Monday, June 4th Cultural Enrichment 9:00am – 11:00am 
Assembly Hall 

Tuesday  June 5th Spring String Thing 7:30pm -8:30pm  
WHS 

Thursday, June 7th Instrumental Music Concert 10:00am  
HH Assembly Hall 

Thursday, June 7th 
 

Grand Band 7:00pm – 8:00pm  
WHS 

Friday,  June 8th  5th Grade Biography Project 8:45am Gymnasium 



MCAS calendar:  Please plan for your child to be in attendance on these days  
Please remember to get a good night’s sleep, to eat a good breakfast and to think positive thoughts as all at the  

Happy Hollow are ready to rock these tests:



Parents of Current 5th Graders  
Save the Date! 
Middle School 5th Grade Parent Night 
Tuesday, May 1st, 7:00 pm 
WMS Theater 
 
Join Principal Betsy Gavron and members of the 6th grade teaching team for an 
informative evening about your child's transition to Middle School. We will host a 
program in our theater which will introduce you to life at the middle school - 
academics, extracurricular opportunities, and our TAG (teacher advisory group) 
program. (This program is for parents only.) 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Middle School Student Placement Requests 

Deadline: Friday, May 1   
 
Considerable thought and effort are given to student scheduling here at WMS. It is a highly complex, intricate, 
and time-consuming process. Parents may make specific placement requests under the following circumstances: 

• If you have concerns about a teacher based on an older sibling's experience, you may request a different 
teacher for your child. You may not, however, request a specific teacher. 

• If your child has had difficulty with a specific student which has negatively impacted your child's ability 
to learn, you may request that the children be placed in separate clusters. 

Please know that we will not be considering requests from parents to place students together this year. To be 
considered in the placement process, all requests must be sent via email to betsy_gavron@wayland.k12.ma.us 
no later than TUESDAY, MAY 1st. Please include your child's first and last name, and grade in September 
2018. Although we will work hard to honor your request, we cannot make any guarantees. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
We are very grateful to all of our families who participated in the 
Stop and Shop rewards program and to Stop & Shop for 
supporting our school in such a generous way. Our final numbers 
are in for 2018. THANK YOU!  

mailto:betsy_gavron@wayland.k12.ma.us


 

 
 

  



  



 
 

HEALTHY HOLLER 
 
 
Illness update: 
We continue to see cases of strep throat in all classrooms. If your children have continued complaints of any of the 
following they should be checked by their physician. They may have only one complaint. 

• Sore throat 
• Stomachache with/without vomiting 
• Headache 
• There can be NO fever 
• Cough 

Strep throat is a highly contagious childhood illness. It is a bacterial infection that must be treated with an antibiotic. It can 
be spread thru droplet infection. Children must be on an antibiotic for a minimum of 24 hours before they are allowed to 
return to school.  
 
Flu continues in MA. The number of flu cases has decreased but there are still active cases.   More information is 
available at www.cdc.gov/flu/  
We ask that you be vigilant in monitoring your children at home for possible illness.  Please keep your children home 
until they are fully well, as this reduces the spread of illness to others.  Please remind your children at home as we do at 
school that the single most important thing you can do to prevent the spread of illness is proper hand washing.   
 
All families should have a backup plan in place if a parent is not readily available to pick up their children from 
school when sick. Children should be picked up within an hour of receiving a call from the school nurse. Please consider 
using other people in your family or neighborhood. 
 
Check your children for ticks: 
Here is important information about ticks and what you need to do to protect you and your family.  Please read 
information on the following websites: 
http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_safe/sheets/tick_bites_sheet.html  
http://www.cdc.gov/ticks/index.html  
http://www.tickencounter.org  

 
Spring allergies: 
Please be sure that you are observing your children for signs and symptoms of spring allergies. It is important that your 
children be given allergy medication before symptoms start. Many children will have watery, red, itchy eyes – and over 
the counter eye drops will help if given before school. 
 
Sun screen and/or insect repellent:  
Parents are responsible for applying sun screen and/or insect repellent on elementary school children. Please apply this at 
home before children come to school. School staff is not permitted to apply sun screen and/or insect repellent on children. 
Protective clothing is also recommended. 
Exceptions are made for students with a medical diagnosis that requires application before outdoor activity. A physician's 
order with parent permission must be on file for the school staff to apply the product. 
Thank You! 
 
5th Grade Postural screening: 
5th Grade boys and girls will have postural screening during gym the week of April 23rd.  Boys are screened by Mr. 
O’Connor, our physical education teacher, and girls will be screened by Mrs. MacDonald, our school nurse. Parents may 
send in a note if they wish to exempt their child.  Additional Resources for parents:   
www.healthychildren.org  
www.onetoughjob.org              Have a great, healthy April school vacation 

            Jeanne MacDonald RN 
            Jeanne_MacDonald@wayland.k12.ma.us 

            508-358-8648 
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                                        CURRICULUM CORNER  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
FROM  INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC______________________________________________ 
 
Happy Hollow string players are hard at work preparing for our final concerts of the year! 
Please mark your calendars:   
Spring String Thing: Tuesday, June 5th at 7:00 p.m., High School Field House 
In-school Concert:  Thursday, June 7th at 10:00 a.m.  Happy Hollow Gym 
 
Please note: if you have not yet ordered your child's Spring Sting Thing shirt, please do so HERE. 
(Choose Wayland Public Schools - Happy Hollow School Fees) 
 
Many thanks! 
Whitney Tandon & Susan Memoli 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
FROM LIBRARY_____________________________________________________________ 

 
Bookmark Contest  
Congratulations to 4th grader Amelia Meade, whose bookmark has been selected as an honorable mention at the 
state level of the Massachusetts School Library Association Bookmark Contest!  This year's bookmark theme is 
"Your School Library: The Heart of Your School." Amelia won an honorable mention in Division 3 (grades 4-
6.) This is the first time that a student from Happy Hollow has ever been recognized in this contest! Amelia and 
her family have been invited to take part in the award ceremony next month at An Unlikely Story, a bookstore 
in Plainville, MA owned by Diary of a Wimpy Kid author Jeff Kinney.  Congratulations to Amelia! We are so 
proud of you! 
  

 

                 Author Visit  
On Tuesday, March 27th, we hosted a truly wonderful author visit with Newbery-winner Matt 
de la Pena. Matt shared his background as a mixed white Mexican growing up on the border in 
California. He told students how school was hard for him and he didn't like reading when he was 
young.. He did like sports, and he became the first person in his family to attend college, thanks 
to a basketball scholarship. It wasn't until College that Matt learned to love books and literature. 
He even went on to get his Masters in creative writing! Matt started out writing young adult books for 
teenagers and only recently made the move to picture books. He writes about inner city kids and hopes to fill 
the void that was missing in his own childhood with real, authentic Hispanic characters. We all enjoyed 
learning Matt's personal story and hearing him read his Newbery award winning book Last Stop on Market 
Street as well as his newest book Love. Many thanks to the PTO and to the WPSF for funding Matt's visit. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
FROM  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  ____________________________________________ 
For a couple of weeks in class, we take the time to participate in activities using the volleyball 
nets.  I set up two nets, going from baseline to baseline.  While this cuts down on court size, having 
two games open provides the students with so many more opportunities to practice and play.   
 
Every single grade, from K-5, is introduced to the volleyball "set" and "bump"... how this is 
introduced and what we practice is incredibly different from grade to grade.   
 
Prior to practicing volleyball skills, we also play a game called "messy backyard", where students practice their overhand 
throwing skills, tossing over the net.  I generally run this with students in grades K/1, and for some 2nd grade classes.   
 
Students in grades 3-5 participate in a variety of stations and drills that focus on the volleyball bump, set, and serve.  We 
also play a game of "newcomb", which is a catching and throwing game.  This game is great for helping teach spacing and 
communication between teammates.  A few groups attempted to participate in a full volleyball game, combining all of 
their moves, and we had some great volleys! 

https://unipaygold.unibank.com/transactioninfo.aspx
http://www.maschoolibraries.org/contests.html
http://www.anunlikelystory.com/


(FROM PHYSICAL EDUCATION CONTINUED) 
Prior to vacation, we have been reviewing our overhand throwing technique, and students are participating in overhand 
throwing activities.  Students in grades 3-5 will be participating in a game called "angleball" in the gymnasium.  This is a  
 
great team game that has students passing a small ball down the court with the goal of throwing it at a larger ball that rests 
on a poll.  We play this game with two smaller balls, maximizing participation.  We have already had some great contests 
this week, with students showing great sportsmanship!  There might be a class or two of second grade students that has 
the opportunity to play as well.  The majority of K-2 groups will be participation in parachute activities before we break.   
 
I hope everyone has a great vacation, and I look forward to being able to get outside as the weather gets warmer!   
______                                                                                                                                    __    _        
FROM  TECHNOLOGY_______________________________________________________ 

 

3rd-5th Grade: Whenever possible, students would benefit from keyboarding practice at home 
two times a week for 15-20 minutes. Students can access the All the Right Type website from the 
“For Students” link on the Happy Hollow website. 

 
 

Check out the new HH Technology Lab website. 
 
1st Grade Lessons: There are several projects to see on the 1st Grade Technology website. First, 
see your child’s animated penguin picture in their classroom penguin movie! Then see students in action 
exploring the app Osmo Numbers. Students worked in pairs to complete a series of activities to strengthen 
their number sense. All classmates were engaged in their learning.  
 
 

2nd Grade Lessons: We just finished a unit on internet advertising. We explored the Crayola website and identified 
several methods they used to promote the selling of their products. Students then used Kid Pix to draw their own product 
and promote it using some of the methods discussed. Lots of creative thinking and planning. Projects will be coming 
home soon. 

 
 
3rd Grade Lessons: Students completed their first project in Google Apps for Students. We focused 
on word-processing skills. Their printed work will be coming home soon. We then took some time to 
explore Osmo for iPads. We used Osmo Numbers and Osmo Tangrams. Students enjoyed working with a 
partner and learning in this interactive environment. See our video on the 3rd Grade Technology website.  
 

4th Grade Lessons: A huge Thank You to the WPSF and the HH PTO  
for funding the purchase of Dash and Dot Robots.  

We are loving them!! 
 
For their culminating programming project, students worked in pairs to complete the bulldozer challenge. 
 Check out the 4th Grade Technology website for further information and to see their robots in action! 
 
5th Grade Lessons: Students are wrapping up our Digital Superhero unit. They are  putting the finishing touches on 
their superhero stories. Our last bit of superhero business will be to create an infomercial introducing their superhero using 
the Chatterpix app. We will post these as soon as they are completed. Further details about our Digital Superhero project 
and past projects are posted on the 5th Grade Technology website.  
  

http://whh.wayland.k12.ma.us/
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PTO News & Events 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PTO Appreciation  

 
 
Talent Show 
 
The Happy Hollow Talent Olympics were held on Friday, April 6th and a great time was had by all!   
 
Congratulations to our wonderful performers and 5th grade announcers! 
 
HUGE THANKS go to Kelley Bradford, Jennifer Pearlman and Christine Walsh for their 
incredibly hard work in running this year’s show!   
 
Thanks also to parent volunteers Kristen Babineau, Kara Harrington, Cathy Caulfield,  
Bakul Wadgaonkar and Amanda Miles. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Backpack Auction 
 
THANK YOU to the 2018 Backpack Auction crew for their hard work on this year’s auction!  
 
Happy Hollow’s team was led by Samantha Richter and Danielle Agyeman.   
 
They were joined by Claypit parents Allison Kates and Jessica Greher Traue and Loker parent 
Chabeli Nadal.    
 
Thanks to everyone who bid!  And a special THANK YOU to all of the teachers, staff and parents 
across the three elementary schools who offered items! 
 
 
 
 
 

E-mail us at happyhollowpto@gmail.com if you want to get involved in the PTO. 
We have opportunities for every schedule and personality! 

 
 

 
Visit us online at http://waylandpto.org/happy-hollow-pto/ 
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