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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
February, 2018 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The state-wide Anti-Bullying laws brought the safety and well-being to our children that is afforded to all other 
age groups. No longer do we say to children, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but names will never hurt 
me.” ~ We don’t tell our children, “Just ignore mean teasing and it will stop.” ~ We don’t teach, “If you hit 
someone who is bullying you and show them how it feels they will stop…” ~ We do tell our children that these 
behaviors are against the law ~ just as they are for those of us living in the adult world.  
 
Physical harm, emotional harm, threats, harassment of any kind and revenge or getting even behaviors are all 
“acts of bullying”. If repeated (once reported) and ongoing between an aggressor and a target ~ they become 
bullying.  Not all bullying behaviors become bullying. In fact, now that we have these protetive laws, very few 
go to the point of bullying. That said, students may quickly go to calling bullying behaviors bullying, but most 
often, especially at the elementary level, we can intervene with conflict resolution and adult intervention to 
prevent and stop such behaviors prior to them becoming cases that are recorded as bullying, put on a student’s 
record and can in the most serious cases even involve a law enforcement intervention.  
 
Since the 2012 School Year, our generous PTO has paid to have a group that we find invaluable come to Happy 
Hollow School and teach our students how to identify bullying, how to prevent it, how to report it and how to 
be empowered to stand up for oneself through the use of appropriate channels that don’t involve aggression 
meeting aggression ~ always making a situation worse. On Monday, February 5, 2018, our PTO brought the 
group back to our gym and the teaching and learning was amazing!  
 
The presentation is called, “The Power of One”. We have posters and resources at the school that we use to 
keep the language alive and we have a performance every two years so that it is part of our social and emotional 
teaching. The group is part of the Soren Bennick Productions ~ a messaging company working in the 
performing arts. 
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They produce top quality-touring shows for elementary and middle schools that teach children important 
lessons.  Their shows offer topics that range from anti-bullying to teaching about A.L.I.C.E. ~ our own school 
safety program in the event of an intruder situation at the school. Their “Power of One” show is consistent with 
the state laws and our school curriculum. They seek to reinforce the messages and values that we want all of our 
students to know and to use to prevent bullying behaviors from becoming bullying cases.  
 
The company was founded in 2005 and has performed for millions of children, traveling nonstop since in the 
United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. 
 
“POWER OF ONE” SCENE-BY-SCENE DESCRIPTION (By Soren Bennick Productions)  
 
The Introduction  
The actors take the stage as presenters. They start a dialogue with the audience and work out a definition of 
bullying that is along the line of (but not limited to): "HURTFUL, PURPOSEFUL, and REPEATED behavior 
by one person towards another where the intent is to cause harm and isolation." The actors explain to the 
audience that they will be acting out skits that will show the negative effects of different types of bullying, the 
roles that people play that make bullying possible, and what each child can do to prevent bullying from 
happening in their school. 
 
The Bullying Scenarios  
Donning masks that represent the Bully and the Target, the actors go into character and act out three scenes:  
Physical Bullying - The Target faces unwanted physical contact, physical threats, extortion, verbal assault, and 
nonverbal intimidation. 
Exclusion Bullying - The Target is left out of school games, not invited to a party, and not allowed to sit down 
on the bus ride home. 
Cyber Bullying - The Target receives nasty emails, which are then distributed to the entire school, then beyond 
to the greater community; unseemly photos of the Target taken by cell phone are spread on the Internet. 
 

In each of these bullying scenarios the Target is harmed by the Bully and is left isolated and alone on the stage. 
Resolution is provided when the Target realizes that the bullying will not stop and that intervention by an adult 
is required. The solution is to report the bullying. After each scenario, the actors come out of character and 
analyze the scene for the audience. 
 
The Bystander Scene  
The actors invite five children up from the audience and have them act out the Bystander scene. The first two 
children play the Bully and the Target, each standing on green and purple boxes respectively. The remaining 
three volunteers play Bystanders and stand on yellow boxes. One Bystander cheers for the Bully using 
pompoms, one stands and watches with binoculars, and the third ignores the bullying by pulling a hat down 
over their eyes. In this way, the scene shows WATCHING, CHEERING, and IGNORING.  
 

Half-way through the Bystander scene, the actors bring the show to a halt. They then review what has just taken 
place with the audience. No one has helped the Target. Bystanders are complicit with the Bully. The actors 
explain to the audience that everyone has a responsibility to NOT be a Bystander. Possible solutions to bullying 
are then determined and discussed.  
 

The actors re-launch the scene. This time though, the children who previously played the Bystanders now play 
Upstanders and act out the solutions to bullying identified by the audience: walk the target away from the scene, 
intervene with the bully, and leave the stage area to report the bullying to a teacher/adult in the audience. 
  
  



AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
As part of the “Power of One”, children are selected from the audience to come up on stage to play the parts of 
the bully, the target, and the bystander. A child is also recruited to play the super hero who reveals the Power of 
One.  
 
The Reveal  
The actors then reveal the “Power of One”, the power of every child to report and deal with bullying whenever 
they see it. This is done by recruiting a volunteer from the audience, dressing them as a super hero, and having 
them look inside the Power of One box (which is a small white box, the last of the colored boxes to appear on 
stage). Inside is the Power of One box is the power to stop bullying. And, of course, anyone who looks in the 
box sees themselves, because at the base of the box is a mirror! 
 
The Boxes All Turn White  
At the end of the presentation there are four large, colored boxes on the stage, each representing one of the roles 
involved bullying. These are: green for Bully, purple for Target, yellow for Bystander, and white for the Power 
of One. With the Power of One revealed, the actors stack all four boxes up and put the white box on top (with 
the large green "Bully" box on the bottom). Then, in dramatic fashion, they spin the boxes around and the boxes 
all turn white! This drives home the message to the audience that if they have the courage not to be Bystanders 
and to report and deal with bullying when they see it, their school and neighborhood can be a better, safer place. 
 
The Oath  
To end the performance, the actors bring out the “Power of One” pledge poster board that has the “Power of 
One Anti-Bullying Oath” printed on it. The poster is then presented to the school and together, the actors and 
the audience take the oath. The actors then leave the stage and the principal comes forward to make closing 
comments. 
Children in the audience take the following oath: 
I will not bully others  
I will not stand by while others are bullied  
I will report and deal with bullying whenever I see it  
Because I have the Power of One  
 
Each Class Signs the Poster Board  
At Happy Hollow, we pass the pledge board through the different classrooms in the days following the show for 
discussion purposes and so that all students can sign the board. After it is signed, we bring it to each school 
assembly meeting and display it as a reminder of our school commitment to anti-bullying practices. 
 
  
Please discuss the key concepts from this important subject with your child and reinforce that all bullying 
behaviors should be reported so we can keep our Happy Hollow School bully free. ~ Everything good begins 
with a single individual realizing that there is a great deal of power in one… 
 
Most sincerely, 

 
 

Jim Lee 
Principal 
 
 
  



This and That from the Principal’s Office: 
 
 
A Winter Reminder ~ Dress for the Weather:  Please continue to check the weather each 
day to ensure that your child is dressed for the day’s temperature. We have much fluctuation 
in the state of our playground as of late. The warm weather and rain have kept our grassy 
areas muddy and wet. Sending back-up clothing is a good idea while the mud lingers. Also, 
should it turn colder and should we have snow, please remember to send your child with 
snowpants, gloves and hats. The snow can be so much fun for recess play, but when students 
are not dressed for it, they must stay on the black top areas and it greatly reduces their ability 
to fully enjoy their free time. Thanks in advance for your help.   
 
 
Remember to Check the Lost and Found: We are doing great this year! Many items were 
claimed before the last break. February vacation is a week away, so it is a good time to once 
again check for lost items so we can keep the collection of lost clothing small ~ or maybe 
even nonexistent! 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
February and March at Happy Hollow 

 
 

 
 

Monday February 12th  Lunar New Year Celebration at our 
Assembly Meeting  

9:00am HH Gym  

Tuesday February 13th  Kindergarten Developmental Checklists 
Distributed 

 

Week of February 19-23 Winter Vacation  

Monday February 26 Classes Resume  

Thursday March 1st 
 

Family Fun Math Night 6:15pm-7:30pm  
CPH 

Monday March 12th 
 

String Jamboree 7:30pm -8:30pm  
WHS 

Tuesday  March 13th  Band Fest 7:30pm -8:30pm  
WHS 

Wednesday, March 14th  Wayland Sings 7:30pm – 8:30pm  
WHS 

Sunday  March 18th  WPSF Annual Spelling Bee  12:00pm to 4:30pm 

Wednesday March 28th 
 

Spanish Immersion Information Night for 
Entering Kindergarten Families  

7:30pm -8:30pm  
CPH 



 



 



 
CURRICULUM CORNER  

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
FROM  PHYSICAL EDUCATION______________________________________________ 
I am occasionally asked by friends with kids or parents of students, "what do you recommend for a 
sport or activity at an early age?"  My answer is the same every time... gymnastics!!  (swimming 
as well, but we don't have that opportunity at school) 
 
Gymnastics helps increase coordination, improve flexibility, and aids in strength development.  I 
wish that I was exposed to gymnastics at a young age!  Even though we only meet once a week, I 
believe that it's important to introduce basic gymnastics skills to all grades.   
 
We have some incredibly talented gymnasts at Happy Hollow.  I allow our trained gymnasts the opportunity to serve as 
coaches during our gymnastics lessons.  This has worked very well, the gymnasts have really enjoyed helping small 
groups of friends.  We introduce a variety of jumps, rolls, and balances.  Gymnasts with advanced training are able to 
showcase their special skills as well.  Older grades have the opportunity to create routines to show their classmates.  We 
also provide students with the opportunity to climb the rope (or swing), use the vaulting trapezoid, and monkey bars.   
 
Another thing that I am really excited for is the Winter Olympics!  This is my first Winter Olympics while teaching in 
Wayland.  Next week, I will be live streaming the games onto the Happy Hollow projection screen.  We will be 
participating in a variety of games related to the Winter Olympics, to celebrate!   
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
FROM  ART_________________________________________________________________ 
After School Art - Grades 4,5 
Session 1 was a blast with our enthusiastic groups of 25 students and more!  Session 2 will begin shortly. Please note the 
dates are not sequential as they are scattered throughout the spring months: Feb 14, April 11, 25 and May 2 
Students will receive permission slips in Art class. 
Thank you! 
Christine Soeltz 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
FROM  LIBRARY____________________________________________________________ 
Announcing the 2018 MSLA Bookmark Contest Students in grades K-5 are invited to participate in the annual 
bookmark contest, sponsored by the MA School Library Association. This year's theme is "Your School Library: The 
Heart of Your School." There are prizes at the school and state level for each division (K-1, 2-3, and 4-6.) Please see 
the Happy HollowLibrary website for more information and for official rules and entry forms, All submissions must be 
received in the library by Friday, February 9th. Winners will be announced at the end of the month. 
 

REMINDER - Library Borrowing Policy  
Grades K-1 may borrow one book each week.  
Grades 2-3 may borrow two books each week, with an additional week grace period.  
Grades 4-5 are allowed to check out up to five books, and they may keep them for four weeks.  
Students must return a book in order to borrow a new book.  
 

Overdue notices will be emailed home on Friday 2/9 
Please try to locate overdue materials and send them in with your child before February Break. Fines are never assigned 
for overdue books. However, if a book is lost or excessively damaged, we do request a check to cover the cost of 
replacing the book. Alternatively, we will accept (and actually prefer!) a new copy of the book. Please note that your child 
may not borrow additional library books if s/he has excessive overdues, Feel free to email the librarian with any questions 
or concerns, especially if you feel that your child has received an overdue notice in error.  
 

Keep reading!  
Colleen Flannery, Happy Hollow Library Teacher  
Happy Hollow Library website  
colleen_flannery@wayland.k12.ma.us  
 

https://sites.google.com/a/wayland.k12.ma.us/hhlibrary/
https://sites.google.com/a/wayland.k12.ma.us/hhlibrary/
mailto:colleen_flannery@wayland.k12.ma.us


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
FROM  TECHNOLOGY_______________________________________________________ 
 
 

3rd-5th Grade: Next week (week of February 12th, students in grades 3, 4 and 5 will take the 
mid-year keyboarding assessment. Students would benefit from keyboarding practice at home 
two times a week for 15-20 minutes. Students can access the All the Right Type website from 
the “For Students” link on the Happy Hollow website. 
 

Check out the new HH Technology Lab website. 
 
1st Grade Lessons: Students have been working on a penguin project using the program Kid Pix. Please check the 1st 
Grade Technology website for more details.  
 
2nd Grade Lessons: Over the last few weeks, we have used technology class to support their PSA iMovie projects. We 
have used class time to research facts, and work on their iMovie trailer. This was an amazing project to be a part of! 
Please check out the 2nd Grade Technology website for more details about this project and past projects. 
 
3rd Grade Lessons: Students are learning about their Google Apps account. Details about this unit and past projects are 
posted on the 3rd Grade Technology website.  
 
4th Grade Lessons: A huge Thank You to the WPSF and the HH PTO for funding the purchase of Dash and Dot 
Robots. We are loving them!! 

 
 
We started our programming unit in January with Code.org. Students moved through each set 
of puzzles at their own pace. We began each class with a focus lesson (building the algorithm, 
debugging the algorithm, creating loops, repeats, nested loops…). Before vacation, students 
had the opportunity to program with Dash robots.  Check out the 4th Grade Technology 
website for further information. 
 

5th Grade Lessons: Students are working on a Digital Superhero project. Students will be designing their own digital 
superhero and writing a story that details how their superhero helps digital citizens make appropriate online choices. 
Further details about our Digital Superhero project and past projects are posted on the 5th Grade Technology website.  
  

http://whh.wayland.k12.ma.us/
https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/technology-lab-hh/home
https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/technology-lab-hh/1st-grade
https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/technology-lab-hh/1st-grade
https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/technology-lab-hh/2nd-grade
https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/technology-lab-hh/3rd-grade
https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/technology-lab-hh/4th-grade
https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/technology-lab-hh/4th-grade
https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/technology-lab-hh/5th-grade


 
 

HEALTHY HOLLER 
 

Flu is now widespread in Massachusetts according to the Department of Public Health.  
 

We ask that parent(s) be vigilant in monitoring their child’s health at home and keep your child home from school if they are not 
feeling well. This prevents the spread of illness at school.  Please remind your children at home as we do at school that the single most 
important thing you can do to prevent the spread of illness is proper hand washing.   
 

Parents please keep your children home: 
• If your child has had a poor night of sleep.  
• If your child has vomited due to illness; they should remain out of school for a minimum of 24 hours after vomiting has ceased. 
• If your child has a fever of 100.4 degrees F or higher; they should remain out of school for 24 hours after the fever is gone without 
fever reducing medication. 
• If your child has been treated with an antibiotic for a contagious infection; they need to be on an antibiotic for at least 24 hours 
before returning to school. 
• All families should have a backup plan in place if a parent is not readily available to pick up their children from school when sick. 
Children should be picked up within an hour of receiving a call from the school nurse. Please consider using other people in your 
neighborhood. 
Flu information (symptoms) from the CDC: www.cdc.gov/flu/keyfacts.htm  
 

BMI for 1st and 4th graders: 
The school nurse will be measuring BMI for 1st and 4th graders during gym class in early February.  You may exempt your child by 
sending in a note.  Results are not sent home, but data does get reported to the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. 
 

Clothing for Winter weather: 
Please send in an extra set of clothing with your child. Clothing does get wet/damp from playing outside, especially for the younger 
students. This can eliminate a call to parent(s) to bring in dry clothes.  
 

Snacks and water: 
Please be sure that your children eat a healthy, nourishing breakfast every morning. All students should have a morning snack sent to 
school with them.  Students should be encouraged to drink plenty of water throughout the day to be well hydrated.  
 

Have a Healthy, Relaxing, Fun Filled Vacation. 
Please contact the health room with any questions and/or concerns. 
Thank you 
Jeanne MacDonald RN  
jeanne_macdonald@wayland.k12.ma.us  

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/keyfacts.htm
mailto:jeanne_macdonald@wayland.k12.ma.us


508-358-8648 

 
PTO NEWS & EVENTS 

 
PTO Appreciation  

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lost and Found 
Debbie Collett continues to amaze with her tireless work on the Lost & Found.  This is a BIG job – especially 
in the winter!! Please thank Debbie when you see her! 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
December 15th Teacher & Staff Holiday Luncheon 
Huge THANKS to Debbie Bressler for organizing the Teacher & Staff Luncheon on December 15th -- and 
to her extended family for providing so much of the wonderful food! 
 
Thanks to all who brought supplies and volunteered to cover lunches and recesses: 
Polina Bouriev 
Rashmi Jagadish  
Jessica Polizzotti  
Abby Brogan  
Abigail Buffum 
Lisa Moscoffian  
Meg Flatley   
Farwa Faisal  
Lauren Alongi  
Deb Dyson Diaz 
Samantha Richter  
Tomekka Thompsin 

Liz Knourenko 
Daniela Vinci  
Jennifer Pearlman 
Danielle Agyeman   
Elizabeth Markey 
Niamh Kelly   
Tarrah Zedower 
Katy Cavallo  
Priya Sawe 
Colleen Morneweck  
Caryn Berkowitz   
Lauren Coppola 

Kelley Bradford  
Bakul Wadgaonkar 
Divya Ranjan   
Siddhartha Srivsatava  
Debbie Bell 
Irina Beurklian   
Debbie Collett   
Melissa Krochmal  
Andrea Winkler 
Carolyn Bargoot 
Albie Bargoot 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MLK Dinner and Program January 19th 
Thanks to the Boston Parent Council and Jennifer Pearlman for their hard work on the annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Dinner and Program held at WMS on January 19th. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

E-mail us at happyhollowpto@gmail.com if you want to get involved in PTO. 
We have opportunities for every schedule and personality! 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Visit us online at http://waylandpto.org/happy-hollow-pto/ 
 

We appreciate your patience as we continue to update the website for 2017-2018.   
 

mailto:happyhollowpto@gmail.com
http://waylandpto.org/happy-hollow-pto/
http://waylandpto.org/happy-hollow-pto/
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